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LENT 
Ash Wednesday 

February 10 
Worship with Communion 

7:00 pm Worship 

 
Lenten Wednesdays 

February 17, 24, March 2, 9, 16 
Worship Service at 7:00 pm 

Book Study at 7:45 pm 
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When you have come into the 

land that the LORD your God is 

giving you as an inheritance to 

possess, and you possess it, and 

settle in it,  you shall take some 

of the first of all the fruit of the 

ground, which you harvest from 

the land that the LORD your 

God is giving you,  and you shall 

put it in a basket and go to the 

place that the LORD your God  will choose as a dwelling for his 

name.   Deuteronomy 26:1-2  

 

For the last twenty-two years I have served small 

communities in the Midwest. Living in agricultural 

communities, I came to learn a bit about farming and 

caring for the land. I learned about seed time and harvests 

and that the first cutting of the season is better than the 

last. 

 

Believe it or not, God knows this too. That is the reason 

that God asks for our best when it comes to time, talent 

or treasure. We live each day knowing that we are 

stewards of all the blessings we have received from God.  

A colleague of mine recently looked up the word 

“stewardship” in an online thesaurus and was startled by 

what it said. The antonyms to stewardship as listed in the 

online thesaurus are: destruction, neglect, spending, 

squandering, and waste.  

 

It has been said that it is sometimes easier to understand 

something by first defining what it is not. Wouldn’t you 

agree that these “not” stewardship words are thought 

provoking? What is it that happens (or doesn’t happen) 

when we ignore stewardship? There seems to be clear 

evidence in families, churches, and businesses that failing 

to address stewardship is destructive, wasteful and 

neglectful, just like the thesaurus says. 

 

Ceasing to be good stewards isn’t just lazy, it’s destructive. 

Stewardship is about how we live all of our lives in 

response to God’s love and blessings. It is not a dirty 

word and it is not irrelevant. If anything it needs a rebirth 

and God’s church needs to lead the way.  

 

As baptized children of God, we have been called to live 

as God’s faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. In order to 

respond to God’s mercy and grace we are to honor the 

role that stewardship plays in our lives of faith. Oversight 

and management of all of God’s blessings is a crucial piece 

of our faith journey.   

 

God blessed us throughout 2015 and used St. Philip’s 

Lutheran Church to bless others. We are once again 

invited to work to build up the Church for the sake of 

Jesus Christ and to tend to all the opportunities to make 

Christ known in word and deed and to share God’s 

blessings, promises and love with all the world. 

 

 

PRESCHOOL CHATTER… 
 

Celebrating 30 years!  
 

Preschool Chatter 
Wow another year has come and 

gone! As I sit in my office reflecting 

where has time gone (since my son 

has now turned 18), I was thinking 

how long have my ELC Committee 

members been serving this 

ministry?  So off I went in search of answers.  

Lois Wroge – has been on the ELC Committee since 

2000. Hastings school district was blessed to have 

Lois for her entire teaching career.   She taught 3rd, 

4th and 6th graders 

Robyn Tank – has been on the ELC Committee since 

2004.  Robyn is a teacher for the Title 1 program, 

which helps students meet standards in many 

subject areas.  Robyn’s children also came through 

our program. 

Camille Nelson – has been on the ELC Committee since 

2007.  During Camille’s teaching career she helped 

students in Preschool thru 4th grade develop a love 

for learning. She taught here for 6th years.  

Annette Hanson – joined our committee in 2008, 

Annette has been teaching for 23 years. 19 years as 

a Kindergarten teacher.  All three of her children 

attended St. Philip’s   

Julie Sieben – joined our committee in 2013. Julie has 

been teaching Kindergarten in Farmington for 13 

years. We currently have the honor of teaching her 

twins Greta and Violet  

 

All of these wonderful women have a love for God’s 

children.  They have all been called to teach children in 

some way. I can’t thank this Committee enough for 

choosing me to become the Director of the Preschool.  

They have given me so much support, growth, guidance 

and friendship.  Thank you ladies for helping our Preschool 

become so strong and successful.  Your time and 

dedication to God’s children is appreciated.  

 

Kim Sill 

ELC Director 
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TEEN TALK 
Judges 2: 18-19 “Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for 

them (Israel), he was with the judge and saved them out of the 

hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived, for the Lord 

relented because of their groaning under those who oppressed 

and afflicted them. But when the judge died, the people 

returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their 

ancestors, following other gods and serving and worshiping 

them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn 

ways.” 

 

February is one of my favorite months of the year. My 

mother and my son were born 

fifty years apart, but both the 

same week of February, and that 

makes that particular week one of 

my favorites. February is also all 

about hearts and love—not so 

much because of Valentine’s Day, 

but because February 10th is Ash 

Wednesday and the start of Lent. 

What a great time to talk about 

love—big love—in the form of Christ living and walking 

with us, but also dying for us. Throughout Lent, the youth 

focus is the book of Judges. We’ll be talking about the 

cycle of sin as found over and over in Judges: Rebellion, 

retribution, repentance, and relief. With every cycle, God 

provided band-aids in the form of those called ‘judges’. 

Understanding God’s faithfulness and love for his wayward 

people makes the amazing gift of Jesus Christ even more 

powerful. February marks the start of many wonderful 

ministry opportunities at St. Philip’s. The mentor program, 

fundraising for camp and trips, Wednesday night worship 

service, Sunday morning education and worship, and 

more. I’m excited to worship, pray, learn, and serve 

alongside my church family through the Lenten season and 

beyond. Stay warm and God bless!  

 

All the best,  

Stephanie Becken, Youth Ministry Coordinator  

 

 

SHARING AND CARING - The menu for February 13 

is Chili. Sign up on the kiosk for items to bring.  Items 

needed:  chili. crackers, peaches in a can, shredded 

cheddar cheese (12 oz. bag), dessert.  Bring food items to 

Our Saviour's on Saturday February 13, 9:30-9:45 am.  If 

you want to help serve at Mary's Place you need to 

provide your own transportation.  If you have any 

questions contact Elaine Wilbur at 651-437-7397.  

 

 

 

 

JOE’S GONE, NOW WHERE’S JOHN?  

Those of you who have come by the church office may 

have noticed things seem a bit emptier. First, Joe Russell 

left to follow his passion for teaching. We will miss his 

gifts and creativity. (Not everyone would be willing to 

shave their beard or brush their teeth with ketchup and 

mustard just to inspire children to meeting goals in giving 

money to Hastings Family Service and Heifer 

International.) We wish Joe all the best! 

 

And before you start to worry, John Berglund, our church 

business manager, has left Hastings, but has NOT left St. 

Philip’s Lutheran Church. Although John and his wife 

Sharon have technically moved to their home in Colorado, 

he is going to continue his important work from there. 

We have two volunteers that are going to take care of the 

tasks that require presence in the church office under 

John’s direction. Also, John will be returning to the area 

several times a year. 

 

We are hopeful that this new arrangement works out for 

John and for our church. It is something different but we 

think we can make it work. So although we may not see 

John, we will very much continue to feel his presence and 

be grateful for his ministry! 

 

 

- AMONG OUR OWN – 
 

Sympathies to… 

Fred Glade and family as they mourn the death of his 

wife Carol. 

Chuck Egeberg and family as they mourn the death of 

his wife Joan Caillier. 

Family and friends of Kim Larson as they mourn her 

death. 

Bonnie Shaleen as she mourns the death of her father 

Francis Rego. 

Shaunte Richards as she mourns the death of her 

mother. 

 

Congratulations to… 

Espen Magnus Martin Ronning (son of Kristian and 

Lizbet Ronning) blessings on his baptism. 

MaKenna Raylin Bettis (daughter of Ben and Alexa 

Bettis) blessings on her baptism. 

Joe and Roni (Johnson Schroeder on the birth of their 

daughter Jocelyn Marie born October 14.  Grandparents 

are Keith and Brenda Johnson 

Matt Johnson and Diana Olson on the birth of their 

son Richard Keith Michael born on November 1.  

Grandparents are Keith and Brenda Johnson 
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Thank You!   
 

I would like to thank the following individuals for driving 

for Meals on Wheels during the past year:  Sherry Akins, 

Stephanie Becken, Sharon Bergland, Diane Filkins, Judy 

Hansen, Carol Hellen, Darla Kimmes, Dennis and Pat 

Kohn, Nick. And Sue Kylen, Loren and Valerie Mollet, Jim 

and Vonnie Olson, Tim Peterson, Becky and Jay Raimann, 

Kristian Ronning, Glenda Schnirring, Kathy and 

Earl Stockman, Paul and Karen Swanstrom and Jim Zeimet. 

 

Your dedication and willingness to be on our team and to 

serve is greatly appreciated.  

 

Pat Kohn 

 

Thanks to everyone at St. Philip’s who had a part in 

making Kim Larson’s stay with us so special.  She looked 

forward to going to church each Sunday morning and 

being greeted by so many.  She really felt she belonged 

here.  It warmed our hearts to see her respond, slowly at 

first, and over the months feeling comfortable to greet 

you and maybe even start a conversation.  You never 

treated her as someone with a disability, but with the love 

of Christ.  She may not have said it, but we know she 

loved you right back! 

 

Wayne and Beth Fahlstrom 

 

 

SINCE YOU ASKED . . . 

During worship, sometimes you say, “Let us join our voices in 

prayer as we sing . . .” WHY? 

 

More than one person has brought this up. It seems that 

some/many folks were taught that when you pray, you 

close your eyes, fold or clasp your hands and bow your 

head. This prevents you from being easily distracted 

during such an important activity. This makes perfect 

sense. When we are in conversation with God it deserves 

100% of our attention. 

   

However, throughout history dating back to the time of 

the Old Testament, there has never been just one way to 

pray. When I say, “Let us join our voices together in 

prayer as we sing…” it is because the hymn we are going 

to sing is addressed to God. Several hundred of our 

hymns are hymns of prayer where we are singing/praying 

to God. I started sometimes using this phrase to help 

people see that there is more than one way to pray and 

that they can never say they don’t know how to pray 

because if you sing these hymns then you are praying to 

God (even if your eyes are open!) THANKS FOR 

ASKING! 

 

St. Philip’s annual business meeting will be held Sunday, 

February 7 with a potluck lunch immediately after the late 

service followed with the business meeting in the 

sanctuary.  The annual meeting is a meeting of high 

importance to all members. Voting members are members 

who have been confirmed and have made a contribution 

of record to St. Philip’s. (Constitution C8.02.C) 
 

The 2016 spending plan, council officers, committee 

members, nominating committee and audit committee 

people are elected at this meeting.  
 

Questions about the meeting may be directed to 

President Beth Fahlstrom or Vice President Donnie 

Richards. Potluck questions to Darla Kimmes of the 

Inviting Ministries committee.  
 

There will be one more Finance Budget Presentation prior 

to the annual meeting on Sunday, 31 at 9:40 am.   
 

Those planning to share in the potluck lunch should bring 

something according to the following:  

 

A-I Main Dish     J-R Salad     S-Z Dessert 
 

 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER REGISTRATION.  

The Early Learning Center offers pre-registration for the 

upcoming school year for church members prior to 

opening it up to the community. The date, to register for 

the 2016-2017 school year began on Monday, January 25. 

Registration will open to the entire community Thursday, 

February 4 at our open house from 6:00-7:30 pm 

 

St. Philip’s Early Learning Center provides a Christian-

based, non-denominational preschool program for 3-5 

year olds.  We offer half-day classes with sessions held 

Monday/Wednesday/Friday a.m., Monday/Wednesday/ 

Friday Extended Day, Tuesday/Thursday am and 

Tuesday/Thursday pm.  We are open to families of the 

entire Hastings area community.   

 

Registration materials are available in the church office and 

from Kim Sill, preschool director.  They are also available 

by download at the preschool website 

www.spelcpreschool.com.  We encourage you to register 

during this pre-registration week, as classes do fill quickly.  

For more information, please call Kim Sill at 437-6541, or 

email her at hastingselc@yahoo.com. 

http://www.spelcpreschool.com/
mailto:hastingselc@yahoo.com
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COME TO MID-WEEK LENTEN 

SERVICES! 

The Gifts of the Cross 

This year, Pastor Geier will using 

chapters from Max Lucado’s book He 

Chose the Nails as the source, (along 

with the Bible of course,) for our Lenten 

sermons. Each week we will hear a message that will focus 

on one of the often-overlooked gifts of the cross. 

Whether it is the crown of thorns or the spit of the 

soldiers or the nails, this time of worship will help you to 

see all of these things in a new light and help you grow in 

your faith journey. 

We will again be using the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer 

for our worship liturgy.  Please make this a special time of 

worship each Wednesday at 7:00 pm.  
 

 

LENTEN MENTOR PROGRAM - The mentor 

program is back! Mentors are loving adults who are asked 

to meet with a confirmation student 5 times over Lent. A 

packet is provided as a starting point, but the true 

meaning of the mentorship program is to strengthen 

relationships and learn more about our shared faith 

journeys. Adults and students will be matched up, with a 

“Meet Your Mentor” night, February 10 (Ash Wednesday) 

at 6:30. With nearly 50 students in confirmation, we need 

just as many mentors, so please consider adding this 

important ministry for your Lenten journey. Please 

contact Stephanie Becken with any questions and to sign 

up. 701-690-2297 or stephanieb@splchastings.org. 
 

 

MEET YOUR MENTOR - If you are a confirmation 

student, a parent of a confirmation student, or have 

volunteered to be a mentor, please put February 10 on 

your calendar. This meeting will be short, but will be 

packed with information and provide students, parents, 

and mentors a chance to meet and exchange information. 

Please contact Stephanie Becken with any questions at 

701-690-2297 or stephanieb@splchastings.org. 
 

 

5th GRADERS START STUDY OF HOLY 

COMMUNION!  Beginning on Sunday, February 14, and 

meeting during our Sunday School time, our fifth grade 

confirmation students will continue on their faith journeys 

as we begin studying the gift of Holy Communion using 

Martin Luther’s Small Catechism and our Bibles. Pastor 

Geier will be working with Glenda Schnirring and Ann 

Fischer to aid our sisters and brothers on their faith 

journeys and help these young people to prepare to lead 

worship and celebrate Holy Communion on Maundy 

Thursday on March 24. 

LENTEN BOOK STUDY.  The study will start 

immediately after each of the Lenten Services on February 

17, February 24, March 2, March 9, and March 16 from 

7:45 - 9:00 p.m. in The Learning Room.   Lisa Bergert is 

leading this year's book study along with members from 

the ASG committee.   Here are the details:  The Naked 

Now: Learning to See as the Mystics See by RICHARD 

ROHR (New York: The Crossroad Publishing Company, 

2009).  ROHR is also the Bestselling Author of Everything 

Belongs. -- In The Naked Now author Rohr, a global leader 

in spiritual awakening, helps you recognize the forces 

(such as ego resistance and dual thinking) that separate 

you from your deeper self.  Then, drawing from the 

Gospels and the greatest Christian contemplatives, he 

shows you what it means to be spiritually awake." -- The 

cost of Rohr's book may vary depending upon where you 

purchase your own copy.  Each person in the group is to buy 

their own book before the first class and complete the first 

reading assignment that is due on February 17.  See the 

Adult Spiritual Growth Bulletin Board for details. Contact 

either Darlene Olson or Lisa Bergert for further 

information.  The reading assignments are: 
  

February 10 (Ash Wednesday): NO book study tonight. 

Read The Naked Now:  Learning to See as the Mystics 

See by Richard Rohr.  Note schedule for the weekly 

reading and meetings immediately after the Lenten 

Service(s).  

February 17 (Lent 1):  Preface and Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

and 6 (pages 9-48) 

February 24 (Lent 2): Chapters 7, 8, 9, and 10 (pages 49-

83) 

March 2 (Lent 3): Chapters 11, 12, 13, and 14 (pages. 

84-115) 

March 9 (Lent 4):  Chapters 15, 16, 17, 18, and 19 

(pages 116 -142) 

March 16 (Lent 5): Chapters 20, 21, 22 and Appendices: 

 Practicing the Naked Now (pages 143-183) 
 

 

AND COMING IN MARCH... 

ATTENTION: ALL PARENTS! 

If you have a son or daughter who is not 

yet receiving the sacrament of Holy 

Communion and has expressed an interest 

in participating in this part of our faith life, 

come meet at St. Philip’s two Saturday 

mornings on March 12 and 19 at 9:00 am. 

These two workshops for parents and their children will 

serve to begin a conversation about this gift of God’s love.  

As parents, you can then decide if this is the right time for 

your son and/or daughter to begin receiving Holy 

Communion. We will acknowledge first communicants 

and their families on Maundy Thursday, March 24. 

 

mailto:stephanieb@splchastings.org
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REHEARSALS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MUSICAL 

have begun!  Kids in grades 2-7 are 

invited to join the members of the 

St. Philip’s Children’s Choir and 

their friends, as they present a 

musical on Sunday, April 10 at 

both worship services.  Children 

who participated in the musical in previous years should 

have received information and participation forms via 

email and other children may get the forms when they 

attend rehearsal.  The rehearsal schedule for February is 

given below.  Please call Ellen Diischer, 651-470-6160 if 

you have any questions!  
 

Musical Rehearsal Schedule 

February 2016             

Wednesday, February 3:     5:00-6:15 pm Regular rehearsal  

Wednesday, February 10: 5:00-6:00 pm Regular  

 rehearsal (Ash Wednesday)  

Monday, February 15:        2:00-5:00 pm Extra rehearsal    

Wednesday, February 17:   5:00-6:15 pm Regular rehearsal  

Saturday, February 20:        3:00-5:00   pm Extra Rehearsal      

Wednesday, February 24: 5:00-6:00 pm Regular rehearsal 

Friday, February 26:           5:00-6:30 pm Extra rehearsal     

 

 

SIMPSON SHELTER MEAL SHARING.  We are 

excited to once again take a group of our confirmation 

students and interested adults to Simpson Shelter, March 

4.  We are looking for your help in feeding 125 homeless 

men and women at the shelter.  Simpson Shelter is open 

to homeless men and women each evening from 6 pm 

until 7 am the next morning.   

 

We are looking for food to feed these men and women 

and to that end would ask again for your help in providing.  

We are looking for hot dishes, salads, bread and desserts 

for the meal.  The last time we served, the group was very 

excited about the variety of dishes we had for them.   

 

There will is a sign-up sheet on the kiosk for you to let us 

know you will be helping us with food and/or going with 

us to provide help for the evening.  We will be setting up, 

serving the meal and cleaning up before we return home. 

 

We will leave the church at 4 pm on March 4 and look 

forward to your prayers as well as your help with the 

meal!  Thank you in advance for your generous help.  If 

you have questions, please give Pastor Gordon a call. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEED MY STARING CHILDREN – FEBRUARY 24 

Do you want to make a difference in the lives of children?  

We are going to Feed My Starving Children in Eagan, 

February 24 to help pack meals for hungry children!  We 

will leave the church at 5:15 pm and return by 8:30 pm. 
 

The last time we served at Feed My Starving Children, we 

along with others packed enough meals to feed 49 

children 3 meals a day for a year.   

 

We invite you to join our confirmation groups and help us 

make a difference!  Thanks for sharing! 
 

If you have questions, please see Pastor Gordon. 

 

 

CONFIRMATION GUEST SPEAKER – 

FEBRUARY 3.  You are invited to join our confirmation 

groups for a special guest speaker on February 3, at 6:30 

pm. You have heard about the prevalence of sex trafficking 

all over and the recent arrests of men who had an 

operation in Hastings Minnesota just a few weeks ago. 
 

We have invited Grant Snyder to come speak to our 

students and anyone interested in learning more about 

this subject.  Grant has been working as an officer in the 

Minneapolis Police Department and has invested his life in 

working on dealing with this issue head on.  You can read 

more about his work in several blogs he has written.  You 

may find the blogs at Tears of the Heart by Grant Snyder 

(Google it). 
 

Please join for this important topic February 3 at 6:30 pm.  

Please contact Pastor Gordon if you have questions. 

 

 

CHAPEL TIME AT THE PRESCHOOL - Pastor  

Geier’s message to the children this month is to follow 

Jesus.  He explained this message by having the children 

play a game of follow the leader with him.  The children 

learned Jesus loves everyone, it doesn’t matter who or 

what you are. Thank you to Pastor Geier and Pastor 

Gordon for spending time with our Preschoolers each 

month. We always look forward to Chapel Time. 
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Lizbet and Kristian 

Ronning are shown with 

son Espen Magnus Martin 

Ronning who was 

baptized December 27.  

Espen’s grandfather, 

Pastor Langseth, assisted 

in the baptism while 

Grandfather Ronning sang 

a traditional Norwegian 

hymn before the baptism 

began. 

SUNDAYS at 9:40 am 

February 7: ASG 

Committee will 

host an Open 

Forum. Come and 

listen, come and 

share. What is on 

your mind as we prepare for today's Annual Meeting? 

Bring your coffee, donut holes, and any discussion 

topics.   All are welcome!  
 

February 14: Kathy Luedtke will host.  What memories do 

you have of growing up in the church?  Who shaped 

who you are a follower of Jesus?  How have you 

experienced God in your life?  How can we shape the 

faith life of the next generation?  Bring your coffee & 

Kathy will have Valentine's Day Treats to share with 

you! 
 

February 21: Jennie Orr-Thomas will host.  Water Imagery 

in the Bible:  Come and see, Come and learn, Come and 

share a few of the many references to water in the 

Bible.  Bring your Bible, coffee, and donut holes. 

Everyone welcome! 
 

February 28:  Chuck Clanton will host.  Part ONE:  Water 

Conservation -- explore water supply and usage over 

the past six decades leading up to today's use. Opinions, 

issues, and concerns from the half full vs. the half empty 

crowd.  Bring your coffee, thoughts, and questions for 

this informative discussion! 
 

March 6: Chuck Clanton will host.  Part TWO: Water 

Conservation for the Remaining 21st Century -- explore 

what is currently being done in water supply 

management, conservation, and use efficiency. Further 

Questions, Issues, and Concerns. What are your 

suggestions?  Bring your coffee, questions, and concerns 

for this lively forum!   

 

 

BIBLE READINGS THIS MONTH. You are 

encouraged to engage in weekly sermon preparation.  

Your worship experience can be greatly enhanced by 

reading and studying the scripture lessons in advance.  

Take the time to read ahead and see how God's Word 

speaks to you. 
 

February 7 February 14 

Exodus 34:29-35 Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 Romans 10:8b-13 

Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a] Luke 4:1-13 
 

 

February 21 February 28 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 Isaiah 55:1-9 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Luke 13:31-35 Luke 13:1-9 

 

BAPTISMS ARE WONDERFULLY FREQUENT 

AT ST. PHILIP’S - Pastor Geier’s first Sunday after 

being installed was November 22.  A baptism had been 

arranged to happen on this Sunday which was All Saints 

Day.  When reaching out to Pastor Geier who had not yet 

moved to Hastings about doing this on his first Sunday he 

said “how better a way to observe All Saints Day than 

with a baptism.” 

Since that late November Sunday Pastor Geier has 

officiated at the baptisms of four children brought to St. 

Philip’s font. That is a vigorous pace in these times of 

shrinking school populations.  St. Philip’s is proud to be a 

congregation standing in witness to these baptisms.  It 

takes a vow to support and strengthen that child or adult 

through its faith walk of life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following all baptisms 

Pastor Geier (shown with 

Espen) takes the baby into 

the congregation’s midst to 

introduce the newly 

baptized Child of God who 

now is everyone’s 

responsibility to prayerfully 

support. 

Some members of the 

Ronning family observed 

the baptism in traditional 

Norwegian dress. 

Grandmother, Carol 

Langseth is shown with big 

sister Julia Ronning in their 

handmade attire. 



8  THE PHILIPPIAN   February 2016 

 

YOUTH ADVISORY / ADVOCATE MINISTRY 

TEAM.  The St. Philip’s youth have been vocal advocates 

for their ministry needs the last few months. Main themes 

have centered around meaningful service, active play, 

devotional studies, and fellowship in many forms. At this 

time, I’m hoping to collaborate with adults with a passion 

for youth ministry, to create a loving support for the 

powerful ministry happening with the students in St. 

Philip’s and Hastings. Support comes in many forms, but 

this team would be specifically called to help with youth-

related fellowship events, fundraising, and being that 

friendly face at church and around town our kids will 

recognize and remember they are loved. This important 

ministry needs people who love the middle and high 

school kids and want to spend time with them—whether 

you have students these ages or not. If this sounds like 

your ministry, please let me know! If you have questions, 

call or email me.  Stephanie Becken, Youth Ministry 

Coordinator stephanieb@splchastings.org 701-690-2297. 

 

 

BUTTER BRAIDS SALES - The annual Butter Braids 

sales will start the first week of February. Students heading 

to camp or on summer church trips are encouraged to 

pick up Butter Braid information from Stephanie Becken in 

the church office. Sales will be open from February 7 to 

February 21. Forms must be turned in to Stephanie before 

February 22nd--no exceptions. Butter Braid delivery is 

March 14th. Students and families participating in sales 

must be able to get to church that Monday evening 

between 4:30 and 6:30 pm to pick up their orders. 

Families who sell Butter Braids are expected to deliver 

their orders the same day or that week. There is not 

freezer space to keep orders at church any longer than 

that window. Please contact Youth Coordinator, 

Stephanie Becken with any questions. 

 

 

YOUTH IN ACTION AROUND HASTINGS  

February 5, 6, 7:   High School Winter Play  

February 8: High School Band & Orchestra Winter 

Collage Concert 7:00 pm 

February 9:   Mardi Gras 5:00-8:00 High School 

Commons 

February 18: 7th & 8th grade Band concert—Hastings 

Middle School 7:00 pm 

February 23: 6th Grade Band concert—Hastings Middle 

School 7:00 pm 

February 25:  7th & 8th Grade Vocal concert—Hastings 

Middle School 7:00 pm 

February 27:  Swingin’ on the River  

February 29: 8th-12th Grade Jazz Band Concert 7:00 pm 

High School Auditorium  

 

SAVE THE DATE!  ITALIAN DINNER evening of 

March 12. The young people of St. 

Philip’s invite you and your friends to a 

lovely Italian meal March 12. Delicious 

food, live music, and a silent auction 

will be only parts of a wonderful night 

of fellowship and fundraising for 

students going to camp and participating in summer trips. 

Tickets will be available in the Narthex starting February 

21 and also in the church office. Suggested ticket donation 

$10 for adults, $5 for children. 
 

 

SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS - The annual 

Italian Dinner is just around the corner (March 12). This 

fundraiser takes a significant burden off of the families who 

participate, in helping with fees for summer camp and 

trips. A large part of this event is the ever-popular Silent 

Auction. Donations in the past have included fabulous 

fishing trips, movie night baskets, giant bags of popcorn, 

garden weeding service, pie baking, local business gift 

cards, beautiful wood pieces, and more—the SPLC 

congregation is as creative as they are generous! To make 

this auction successful, we need a large variety and 

number of offerings. We’ll start accepting donations 

immediately with the silent auction starting the Sunday 

before the Italian Dinner—please contact Stephanie 

Becken with any questions 701-690-2297 or 

stephanieb@splchastings.org. 
 

 

LUTHERAN LOCK OUT February 19-20 7:00 pm-

7:00 am.  Students in grades 7-12 are invited to a fantastic 

night of fun and fellowship.  St. Philip’s and Our Saviors 

are joining forces to host an all-night party. The night’s 

festivities include serving the community, pizza, ice skating, 

bowling, arcade, dance party, worship, live music, ice 

cream sundae bar, games and more! Registration sheets, 

including more detailed information, are on the welcome 

center or directly from Stephanie Becken. Registration 

forms and a suggested offering of $20 need to be turned in 

before February 12, so get them in early! 
 

 

COOKIES & CONTEMPLATION (C&C), 

Wednesday Night Programming during Lent 5:30-6:30 pm. 

This month we’ll be looking at the book of Judges and 

finding ways to apply the hard lessons there to our 

everyday lives, with the constant reminder that God is 

always with us. Mentors are welcome to join in for the 

time, and students can come and go as needed for meeting 

their mentors. Do you like feeding kids? Please consider 

joining our meal-makers list. Contact Stephanie Becken 

with any questions 701-690-2297 or 

stephanieb@splchastings.org 

mailto:stephanieb@splchastings.org
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CAMP SUNDAY FUN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pinterest Youth Night  
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HANDBELL UPDATE - The donation list for the 

handbell fund has been updated.  Several names were 

inadvertently omitted from the list printed in the 

December 20 bulletin, and some donations were received 

at a later date.  Below is the updated list as well as any 

dedications indicated on the handbell offering envelopes.  

If you contributed to the handbell fund and your name is 

not printed below, or if you noted that your contribution 

was given in honor of/memory of someone and it is not 

noted below, please call the church office so that 

corrections can be made.   

 

Continued thanks and appreciation to all who made the 

purchase of these beautiful instruments possible. The 

ringers of St. Philip’s will enjoy practicing and performing 

for many years to come!   

 

Bruce and Sherry Akins Bruce and Brenda 

 Arndtson 

Stephanie Becken  Lisa Bergert 

John and Sharon Bergland Ron Best, Helen Brudvig 

Melissa Campbell Chad and Natalie Carda 

Sam and Nancy Chesnutt Chuck and Cynthia 

 Clanton 

 John and Ellen Diischer:  In memory of Jack and Alice  

     Diischer and Duane and Annetta Tupper  

Beth and Wayne Fahlstrom  Jon Faust  

Raul and Ruth Jackson Keith and Brenda 

 Johnson 

 Barb Jorenby Darla and George 

 Kimmes 

Lista and Dean Klocow 

Denny and Pat Kohn:     In honor of Farrah and Casey 

Marita Legreid Jerry and Judy Liffrig  

Andy and Katy Lindberg Gerri Lundby 

Gary and Alice McDougall Tim and Carrie Meier 

Neil and Jan Misegades Loren and Valerie Mollet 

Darryl and Camille Nelson:  In memory of Millie Dreis,  

     In honor of 42 Anniversary  

Tracy and Steve Pavelka Bill and Vicki Pavlish 

Tim and Donadee Peterson Jay and Becky Raimann 

John and Faye Riedner Rich and LuAnne Roiger 

Pat Schultz Julie and Todd Sieben 

Frank and Martha Sofio Earl and Kathy Stockman 

Dan and Sue Retka  Chuck and Barb Taffe  

Tri Rivers Welding Ron and Dale Wegener 

Judy Werner  Rhonda Williams 

Lois Wroge  

Jean and Jim Zeimet: In memory of Susan Jean Nelson  

Anonymous:  In memory of Charlie and Dorothy    

 

There were also several other donors who wish to remain 

anonymous. 

 

 

LEAP! Join Bells of the Bluffs handbells ensemble and our 

own St. Philip’s bells group for a fun mid-winter concert 

here at St. Philip’s on Sunday, February 28, at 3:00 p.m. 

You’ll hear unexpected and amazing music from around 

the world using five octaves of handbells, chimes and 

other instruments. You won’t want to miss this 

entertaining Leap Year celebration! 

 

 

GARAGE SALE AND PLANT SALE DATE FOR 

2016 – JUNE 11  

Be thinking of how you can help St. Philip’s 2016 Garage 

and Plant Sale be as good as it always is. This traditional 

event brings the congregation together in a way nothing 

else can.  The abundant proceeds from the sale are used 

to propel St. Philip’s ministries into even greater vitality 

and significance.  
 

We traditionally see this project supported in some way 

by 150 of its households.  The proceeds for the 2015 

garage and plant sale reached $17,500. Last year’s plant 

sale was enormously successful.  
 

A steering committee of at least 50 will be invited to get 

on board sometime in March. 
 

Date of Sale: Saturday June 11, 8 am to 3 pm (Memorial 

Day makes it necessary to have the sale a bit later this 

year)  
 

Questions about the June sale may be directed to Glenda 

Schnirring (garage goods) or Geneva or David Weisser 

(plant material)  

 

 

DAN RETKA GRACES WORSHIP WITH 

EUPHONIUM MUSIC - 

Just when one wonders 

what’s next the 

congregation comes to a 

worship service that’s given 

extra beauty by the sound 

of euphonium music ! 

 

Good friend and St. Philip’s 

member Dan Retka 

acquired this instrument 

upon his retirement and 

kindly prepared lovely 

music for our post-

Christmas services. Many 

thanks to Dan and too many other members who 

prepared difficult selections and shared them with the 

congregation in recent weeks.  The sharing of everyone’s 

gifts of music was greatly appreciated.  
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES receive, inspire and 

renew nearly 700 worshippers.  The Christmas story was 

expressed in word, song, and pastoral message with great 

beauty and reverence. All worshippers were asked to light 

their neighbor’s candle before the singing of Silent Night. 

Services were held at 3:00, 5:00 and 10:30 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ready to enjoy the 3 pm service are Vonnie Olson, Dale 

Wegener, Sue Retka, and Ron Wegener 

“Unity” a music group of well over 40 years provided 

music at the 3 pm service. Pictured: Al Todnem, Glenda 

Schnirring, Gary Evenson, Noreen Swanson, Frank Sofio, 

Vonnie Olson and Dan Retka 

The full adult handbell choir did four prelude numbers and 

supported the hymns by the congregation. The blue scarves 

on white shirts were as stunning as their music. Ellen 

Diischer is seen directing. 

Former member Sam 

Willis from Naples, Florida 

is pictured greeting his 

former piano teacher 

Noreen Swanson 

Acolyte Joe Carlson extinguishes the five Advent Wreath 

candles at the close of the candlelight service 

Jake and Emily Hauk 

with 9 month old Elsie 

in her Christmas best 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 

   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 

Gordon Gathright, Ministry Associate 

   Pastorgordon@splchastings.org 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Stephanie Becken, Coordinator of Youth 

   stephanieb@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.spelcpreschool.com  

 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Schedule: 

Sunday:  8:30 and 10:30 am 
Holy Communion the first three Sundays of the month  

 

Christian Education: 

Sunday School:  9:40-10:25 am 

Sunday Adult Education:  9:40-10:25 am 

Confirmation:  Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 pm  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


